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January 2010 – Update

Hi guys 
Happy New Year!
Apologies for the delay in updates for our bulk buy - things have been mad with all the festivities and the snow.
As am sure you will remember from the last update we were kindly provided with a room from Chloe Fever, Head Teacher of Bellwood School for use in the community.  We could use this room to our advantage and in return we would make the room safe as was previously the old kitchen.  Mrs Fever very kindly arranged for some quotes to be made by several companies, we have since had a few figures back and were absolutely gobsmacked by some of the quotes.  After we visited the room we have decided to look into the possibility of local companies and other local services to help towards either the costs or donations of a kitchen and worktops etc.  We will keep you posted on our progress.
In the meantime we have been using the time to become more computer literate and have been meeting once a week to train with a lady, Miranda Pearson, via Kent Adult Education.  This will help us with all the paper work that will be involved in the running of the shop, also we have learnt how to show our results very impressively into charts which will help when we show people how the shop is going. 
We met up with Mark Norfolk from Trading Standards who sent us through some information following his visit and very kindly has agreed to help us anyway he can in what licenses etc we need.  This will involve the weighing of our goods when we decide to do the refill scheme! He also explained about how we need to label and weigh correctly so that’s been a great help and look forward to meeting up with him again. 
We hope to be visiting New Line Learning very soon to see if we can work out the meat side as it would be so great to work together.
A number of new ideas are being researched at the moment e.g. a Christmas savers club! SOS hampers for the elderly (weather conditions) and new parents hampers – maybe.  These are just a few ideas that we are looking into while we wait for the room to be completed as well as all the other researching.   Although its seems quiet your end its still quite busy here!! 
I will update you all very soon and welcome any ideas you may have and hope I haven’t rabbited on.  Please feel free to come along to any of the Friday morning meetings at the Healthy Living Centre – now called Fusion, if you would like any more info.


Jackie Pye

MD bulkbuy
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